
Lack of credits proves 
larger hurdle than WASL
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Clinton 
grabs win 
as votes 
near end

BY ADAM NAGOURNEY
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Sen. Hillary Clinton won 
another overwhelming victory over Sen. Barack 
Obama on Sunday — this time in Puerto Rico 
— even as many Democrats, including some of 
her supporters, suggested it would be best if she 
dropped her threat to battle on past the end of 
the primary voting Tuesday.

“There’s nobody taking Hillary’s side but Hill-
ary people,” said Donald Fowler of South Caro-
lina, a former national party chairman and one of 
Clinton’s most prominent supporters, referring 
to her suggestions that she might seek to chal-
lenge the way the party resolved the fight this 
weekend over seating the Michigan and Florida 
delegations. “It’s too bad: She deserves better 
than this.”

Heading toward something less than a triumphant 
moment of victory as the voting draws to a close, 
Obama spent Sunday in South Dakota for a last-min-
ute schedule of campaigning. He was in the state, 
which will vote along with Montana on Tuesday 
to complete the primary season, in an attempt to 
thwart a last-minute effort by Clinton to pull out a 
victory there and build her case that she would be 
the stronger candidate in the general election.

Still, Obama showed little doubt that he consid-
ered the primary phase of his march to the White 
House over. 

Olympia woman 
nears 109th birthday 

BY DIANE HUBER
THE OLYMPIAN

OLYMPIA — She rode in a 
horse-drawn wagon to grade 
school.

She met and married her hus-
band during the Roaring ’20s. 

And she raised their three chil-
dren and worked in a veneer plant 
while her husband was deployed 
to Europe during World War II.

Daisy Murphy was born in 
1899, before the automobile and 
radio were widely used.

On Tuesday, she turns 109 in 
a very different world. But she’s 

modest about offering any words of 
wisdom to younger generations.

“There’s no way I can give 
advice to the world. I’m just 
happy to have been this long 
and to be comfortable,” she said 
from her room at Colonial Inn, 
an assisted-living facility where 
she lives. 

Her son, Don Murphy of Olym-
pia, says her long life is attributed 
to a positive attitude, a lifelong 
love of learning and a healthy 
lifestyle that included breakfast 
every day.

Economy adds 
some fire to 
climate debate

BY H. JOSEF HEBERT
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

 WASHINGTON — From higher electric bills 
to more expensive gasoline, the possible economic 
cost of tackling global warming is driving the debate 
as climate change takes center stage in Congress.

Legislation set for Senate debate today would 
require a reduction in carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases from power plants, refineries, 
factories and transportation. The goal is to cut heat-
trapping pollution by two-thirds by midcentury.

With gasoline at $4 per gallon and home heating 
and cooling costs soaring, it is getting harder to sell 
a bill that would transform the country’s energy 
industries and — as critics will argue — cause 
energy prices to rise even more.

Sen. Joe Lieberman, the Connecticut indepen-
dent who is a leading sponsor of the bill, says 
computer studies suggest a modest effect on en-
ergy costs, with several projections for continued 
economic growth. Sponsors say the bill also offers 
billions of dollars in tax breaks to offset higher 
energy bills.

Lawmakers returning from the Memorial Day 
break have more than just energy legislation to 
work on:

 Through a printing error, a 34-page section 
of a $290 billion farm bill did not make it into the 
final version that became law. Senators now must 
deal with the missing section on trade and inter-
national food.

BY VENICE BUHAIN
THE OLYMPIAN

Lack of sufficient course credits 
is the biggest reason some seniors 
at Olympia, Tumwater and North 
Thurston high schools won’t gradu-
ate on time this year. 

Credits are “the overriding rea-
son why students aren’t graduat-
ing,” said Suzanne Hall, Tumwa-
ter district executive director of 
student learning. “The number of 
kids who aren’t graduating because 
of the WASL is a small number of 
kids.”

The Washington Assessment of 
Student Learning — which the class 
of 2008 was required to pass — had 
been expected to be a bigger deter-
rent to graduation before math re-
quirements were eased.

The Office of the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction informed dis-
tricts about WASL issues last week. 
Fewer than 20 students in the Olym-
pia and North Thurston school dis-
tricts failed to pass the necessary 
portions in initial counts.

More than 100 seniors in the 
Olympia and Tumwater districts 
were short of credits for graduation 

as of late May. North Thurston Public 
Schools declined to provide gradua-
tion statistics for this story.

The numbers for those who won’t 
graduate aren’t final because stu-
dents still have time to meet some 
of the requirements. 

“A lot of kids get really focused at 
the end of the year,” Olympia district 
spokesman Peter Rex said.

What they need
The state requires 19 credits in 

certain subject areas, but local dis-
tricts can require more. Olympia 
and North Thurston require 22, and 
Tumwater requires 22.4. 

The class of 2008 has two other 
requirements in addition to com-
pleting credits and passing the 
WASL: a culminating project with 
a written portion and a presenta-
tion, and a High School and Be-
yond Plan for meeting graduation 
requirements and going on to a job 
or college.

Where they stand
Fifty-eight seniors — about 8 per-

cent —  in the Olympia School Dis-
trict lack the credits to graduate.

Photos by Steven M. Herppich/The Olympian
Olympia High School senior Tianna Cox, 18, sets up for her culminating project presentation, a state requirement to graduate.

Seniors Susan McLean (left to right), 18, Lashonda McNeill, 17, 
Fred Kaminanga, 19, and Ricky Shanklin, 18, go over graduation 
guidelines and events during a Timberline High School assembly.

Class of 2008 
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with courses
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Daisy Murphy has witnessed many changes in the 
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In contrast, far fewer need to 
finish their culminating projects 
— six students at Olympia High 
and about a dozen at Capital. 
About 1 percent of those schools’ 
students have not fulfilled the 
reading or writing WASL require-
ments. 

The state provided an out for 
those who did not pass the math 
portion of the WASL. Students 
could submit an SAT or other 
standardized test score, or pass 

high school-level math classes 
and continue to take the WASL.

In Olympia, all seniors who 
have not passed the math WASL 
have fulfilled one of the alterna-
tive requirements.

“Keep in mind that for the 
WASL, the various options for 
math have allowed for greater 
success in that category,” said 
Matt McCauley, executive direc-
tor of K-12 teaching and learning 
for the Olympia district.

In the Tumwater district, 
50 seniors — about 11 percent 
—  appear to lack credits. About 
3 percent lack their culminating 
project; about 7.6 percent did not 
finish the High School and Be-
yond Plan. 

North Thurston declined to re-
lease information about student 
credit, culminating projects or the 
High School and Beyond Plan.

“The WASL piece has not 
proved to be a significant bar-
rier for students in our district. 
It’s still credits,” said Troy Oliver, 
NTPS executive director of sec-
ondary education. 

Schools focus on credits
In a typical school career 

— taking a for-credit class every 
period for every semester — a 
student can earn about 24 cred-
its. 

That would allow for about 

four one-semester classes of 
wiggle room for students who 
struggle in certain classes. Some 
students earn more credits than 
that through before- or after-
school classes.

Still, some students lack cred-
its for reasons including absences, 
failing grades or not enough pass-
ing grades in required classes, such 
as math and physical education. 

“I think a lot of students get 
behind in their freshman, sopho-
more years and find it difficult to 
dig out of that hole. … They don’t 
tend to see the big picture when 
they’re 14 or 15,” Oliver said.

Although lawmakers, the me-
dia and parents focused money 
and time on the WASL and other 
new requirements, the schools 
have not lost focus on credits, 
district officials said.

“We have offered more indi-
vidual support, and that happens 

in many ways,” Rex said. “Some 
kids are taking two math classes 
in a semester, and that’s new. We 
have had more offerings for stu-
dents after school.

“The positive thing is teach-
ers and principals know where 
kids stand as far as graduation 
... It doesn’t mean that we’re go-
ing to help everyone graduate on 
time if they’re not showing up 
for school. But we have ramped 
up our efforts to assist all kids in 
graduating.”

Districts have adopted new 
tactics to address credit deficien-
cies, such as online classes. 

And Olympia gave some teach-
ers stipends to mentor students 
who had fallen behind on credits, 
McCauley said.

All of the alternatives are nec-
essary because each student’s sit-
uation is different, Hall added.

“It’s just a real case-manage-

ment system, just trying to get to 
those kids early,” she said. “We’re 
creating more and more things 
that are more tailored to specific 
kids, rather than, ‘You didn’t meet 
(the requirements); you take this 
makeup class.’ ” 

More credits
Next year, the state will require 

incoming freshmen (the class of 
2013) to complete at least 20 cred-
its. They will be the first class to 
take three years of math instead 
of two. 

The State Board of Education 
also is considering increasing the 
number of state-required credits 
to 24. 

Students could follow one 
of three “pathways” — one for 
general population, another for 
college-bound and a third for ca-
reer-bound.

But those changes will be made 

only if the Legislature funds all 
required credits, said Edie Hard-
ing, state Board of Education ex-
ecutive director. The board esti-
mates the state funds five periods 
a day, she said. Some districts can 
offer more classes by increasing 
class size or as a result of local 
funding.

Those additional requirements 
don’t leave much room for er-
ror.

“We’re probably looking at op-
tions like summer school (and) 
encouraging some to take addi-
tional classes,” Harding said. “But 
a lot of people are doing that now 
anyway.”

Olympian reporter Diane Huber 
contributed to this report. Venice 
Buhain covers education for The 
Olympian. She can be reached 
at 360-754-5445 or vbuhain@
theolympian.com.

GRADUATION
Continued from Page One

 The House and Senate are 
going back and forth over spend-
ing for the Iraq War, college ben-
efits for veterans and New Or-
leans’ levees.

The debate on global warming 
is viewed as a watershed in climate 
change politics. Yet both sides ac-
knowledge the prospects for pas-
sage are slim this election year.

Several GOP senators are 
promising a filibuster; the bill’s 
supporters are expressing doubt 
they can find the 60 votes to over-
come the delaying tactic.

Only a few senators now dis-
pute the reality of global warm-
ing. Still, there is a sharp divide 
over how to lessen the country’s 
heavy dependence on coal, oil 
and natural gas without passing 
along substantially higher energy 
costs to people.

The petroleum industry, man-
ufacturers and business groups 
have presented study after study, 
based on computer modeling, that 
they say bear out the massive cost 
and disruption from mandating 
lower carbon emissions.

Environmental groups counter 
with studies that show modest 

cost increases from the emission 
caps provide new incentives to 
develop alternative energy sourc-
es and promote energy efficiency 
and conservation.

“This debate is going to be 
mostly about costs,” says Daniel 
Lashoff, director of the Climate 
Center at the Natural Resources 
Defense Council. “But we want to 
make sure in that debate we don’t 
forget that the cost of inaction on 
global warming would be much 
higher than the cost of the emission 
reductions called for in this bill.”

The proposal would cap car-
bon dioxide releases at 2005 lev-
els by 2012. Additional reductions 
would follow annually so that by 
2050, total U.S. greenhouse emis-
sions would be about one-third of 
current levels.

The bill would create a pollu-
tion allowance trading system. 
That would generate billions of 
dollars a year to help people off-
set expected higher energy costs, 
promote low-carbon energy al-
ternatives and help industries 
deal with the transition. Part of 
the $6.7 trillion projected to be 
collected from the allowances 
over 40 years would go toward 
$800 billion in tax breaks to offset 
people’s higher energy costs.

Those reductions “will not 

only enable us to avoid the rav-
ages of unchecked global warm-
ing, but will create millions of 
new jobs,” says Democratic Sen. 
Barbara Boxer of California, who 
heads the Senate Environment 
and Public Works Committee.

The legislation is not as strong 
as some Democrats, including 
presidential candidates Sen. Barack 
Obama and Sen. Hillary Clinton, 
would like. They want cuts in CO2 
emissions of 80 percent by 2050.

Others lawmakers believe the 
bill goes too far, too fast. They 
fear it will outpace development 
of the technology needed to make 
the shift from fossil fuels, causing 
energy prices to soar.

Sen. John McCain of Arizona, 
the likely GOP presidential nomi-
nee, recently announced a less 
ambitious plan to cut greenhouse 
emissions 60 percent by 2050. He 
has not said whether he will sup-
port the Senate bill, although he 
favors a cap-and-trade approach.

A separate GOP proposal, 
from Sen. George Voinovich of 
Ohio, would set milestones for 
carbon dioxide reductions over 
the next 20 years. It would al-
low for mandates after that time 
once a clearer picture develops 
about new, low-carbon energy 
technologies.

CLIMATE
Continued from Page One

His stop in Mitchell, a town of 
15,500 where he drew more than 
2,200 people, marked what was 
to be his last day of campaign-
ing in any primary states. From 
there, he headed to Michigan and 
Minnesota.

Obama himself remarked on 
the moment, calling the rally in 
Mitchell “a good way to end my 
campaign in the primary phase,” 
and dusting off an old campaign 
story that had been part of his 
repertory in New Hampshire 
and Iowa and was the genesis 
of his “Fired Up: Ready to Go” 
campaign call-and-response. And 
Obama told voters that he had 
called Clinton to congratulate her 
on her victory in Puerto Rico and 
said that she would be a “great as-

set” in the fall. The dimensions of 
Clinton’s challenge were under-
lined as two more superdelegates 
signed on for Obama.

Clinton has won by a 2-to-1 
margin in Puerto Rico, where she 
seemed to revel in a weekend of 
campaigning even as her surrogates 
fought bitterly in Washington, D.C., 
to keep her campaign alive.

The victory — coming among 
Hispanic voters, who are a key 
constituency in the fall election 
— underscored a constant source 
of frustration among Clinton and 
her supporters: that her strong 
finish over the past months, with 
big victories among blue-collar 
voters, have shown no signs of 
pushing uncommitted superdel-
egates into her camp.

“Most Clinton supporters are 
filled with bewilderment that this 
is happening,” said Gov. Ed Ren-
dell of Pennsylvania. “We are will-

ing to go on, and we understand 
the inevitability of this, but we are 
filled with disappointment and 
amazement: Why haven’t these 
results caused the superdelegates 
to come around?”

Clinton, in an interview, in a 
new television advertisement and 
in her victory speech in San Juan, 
laid out a new argument for why 
superdelegates should rally around 
her: that by the time the final vote 
is counted, she will have more 
popular votes than Obama, an as-
sertion that has been disputed.

“I think it will be most likely 
the case in a few days,” Clinton 
said by telephone from San Juan. 
“I will have won the most votes 
— more than anyone in the his-
tory of the primary process.”

She added: “Sen. Obama has 
a narrow lead in delegates. And 
we’re going have to make our case 
to the automatic so-called super-

delegates. And I think my case is 
clear; more than 17 million people 
voted for me.

“In recent primary history, we 
have never nominated someone who 
has not won the popular vote.”

Clinton’s count includes Michi-
gan, where Obama’s name did not 
appear on the ballot, and it does 
not include some caucus states 
won by Obama and where the 
popular vote was not reported. 
Obama’s campaign gently pushed 
back at her assertions that she 
had won the popular vote.

In the interview, Clinton resist-
ed the push of some Democratic 
leaders — among them, Howard 
Dean, the party chairman, and 
Nancy Pelosi, the House speaker 
— for superdelegates to quickly 
choose sides as soon as the vot-
ing is over Tuesday. “I know that 
people are hopeful that we get a 
nominee — and we will,” she said. 

“But I don’t think it’s as important 
to do it fast as it is to do it well.”

Clinton stopped short of going 
as far as one of her chief lieuten-
ants, Harold Ickes, did Saturday 
night when he threatened to go 
to the convention in August with 
a challenge to the ruling of the 
Rules and Bylaws Committee 
over the seating of the Michigan 
and Florida delegations. The two 
states conducted their primaries 
early, in defiance of party rules; 
after initially unseating the dele-
gations, the party Saturday agreed 
to seat the delegates but cut their 
voting power in half.

In the process, it awarded 
Obama a share of the Michigan 
vote, based on the number of un-
committed votes counted, even 
though his name did not appear 
on the ballot, and it took four 
Michigan delegates away from 
Clinton. 

VOTES
Continued from Page One

Subscriptions

Circulation
Home delivery: 800-905-0296
Subscription, billing, service e-mail: 
homedelivery@theolympian.com.
Circulation business hours: 
Monday-Friday 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday 6:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. Sunday 
6:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Service guarantee: If you missed 
your paper, call 800-905-0296 by 
10 a.m.

News tips, story ideas,  
or corrections:  . . . . .360-754-5420

Long Liu Assistant Managing 
Editor/Interactive

longliu@theolympian.com. . . . . . 754-5406 

Patty Seib Online Sales Manager  
pseib@theolympian.com  . . . . . . . . 754-5401

EZ Pay Special 
Daily & Sunday: $9.95 per month*  
Weekend: $5.95 per month*

*This promotional rate is good for the first 
three months. Subscriptions will continue 
at the regular rates indicated below until 
canceled by the subscriber. Other restric-
tions may apply. The weekend package also 
includes the following bonus issues: Jan. 1, 
Jan. 21, Feb. 18, May 26, July 4, Sept. 1,  
Nov. 27, Dec. 25.

Daily & Sunday 
Carrier: $14.90 per month  
Motor Route: $15.44 per month  
Weekend  
Carrier: $9.20 per month  
Motor Route: $9.75 per month 

Single Copy 50¢ Daily $1.50 Sunday

Postmaster: Send address changes to  
The Olympian, P.O. Box 407, Olympia, WA 
98507. The publisher reserves the right to 
change subscription rates during the term 
of a subscription upon 30 days' notice. This 
notice may be by mail to the subscriber, by 
notice contained in the newspaper itself, or 
otherwise. Subscription rate changes may 
be implemented by changing the duration 
of the subscription.

A McClatchy Co. Newspaper 
Copyright 2008 The Olympian

Operating committee
John Winn Miller   President, Publisher 
jwmiller@theolympian.com . . . . 357-0206  
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .754-4221 
Vickie Kilgore      Executive Editor 
vkilgore@theolympian.com. . . . . 754-4223

Frank Bauer     Advertising Director
fbauer@theolympian.com . . . . . . .754-5461

Christian Lee Marketing,  
Circulation Director

clee@theolympian.com . . . . . . . . .754-5441

Jennifer Matts-Sprague Chief  
Financial Officer

jmatts-sprague@theolympian.com 
Phone: 754-5405. . . . . . . . . . Fax: 357-0207 
Carol Achatz Human Resources Director 
cachatz@theolympian.com  . . . . .754-5491

How to reach us

June 2, 2008   Vol. 118 - No. 94
The Olympian (ISSN 0746-7575), is 
published daily and Sunday from the 
office of The Olympian, 111 Bethel St. 
N.E., Olympia, Washington 98506. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 407, Olym-
pia, WA 98507. Periodicals postage 
paid at Olympia, WA. Business hours 
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
The Olympian is served by McClatchy-
Tribune News Service, The Associated 
Press, Los Angeles Times-Washington 
Post News Service and The New York 
Times.

3 new requirements, 1 familiar one
State education officials developed three new graduation require-

ments for the Class of 2008: 
 Reaching state educational standards in reading, writing 

and math, as measured by the WASL.
 Producing a culminating project, a research project with a 

written portion and a presentation. It is up to each district and 
school to determine the requirements.

 Completing the High School and Beyond Plan, which details 
how students will meet the graduation requirements and connect 
that to a job, college or whatever else they plan to do. It is up to 
each district and school to determine how students complete that.

Each district has come up with a different way to address the re-
quirements, but all require time and effort by students:

Tumwater: For years, the district has combined the project and 
the High School and Beyond Plan in the “4Ps,” which stands for 
Plan, Pathway, Portfolio and Presentation. The 4Ps also require com-
munity service. 

North Thurston: River Ridge started the culminating project 
more than a decade ago, and the district’s other two high schools 
followed. Each school has different expectations, but every student 
must choose a project that emulates a field study, find a community 
mentor and create a project. Presentations are judged by people 
who live in the area.

Olympia: Olympia implemented the culminating project and the 
High School and Beyond Plan this year. Most students do the culmi-
nating project as an extra project in one of their classes. The High 
School and Beyond Plans are fulfilled in advisory classes starting in 
freshman year, and students have check-in deadlines throughout 
high school.

Options for those who  
didn’t meet requirements

There are several ways to get a diploma for seniors who won’t 
meet requirements by their anticipated graduation day in June:

 Students can continue at their high school until they turn 21. 
Summer school is an option at Tumwater, Olympia and North Thur-
ston districts.

 South Puget Sound Community College has a High School 
Completion program, which offers a true diploma, rather than a 
GED, which is a diploma equivalent.

 Students who participated in Running Start during their 11th-
and 12th grade years but didn’t complete the classes required for 
high school graduation may continue their Running Start participa-
tion to take only the classes that will fulfill their high school gradua-
tion requirements.

Sources: Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction,  
South Puget Sound Community College

 

What is a credit?
A credit is the equivalent of a year of a one-period class. A semes-

ter counts for a 0.5 credit.
Here are the minimum state requirements:
English: 3 credits
Math: 2 credits
Science (with at least one lab): 2 credits
Social Studies (including U.S. and Washington state 
history): 2.5 credits
Visual or performing arts: 1 credit
Health and fitness: 2 credits
Occupational education: 1 credit
Electives: 5.5 credits
Total: 19 credits
Districts can require additional credits.
Olympia: 22 total credits —  one more social studies credit, two 

more elective credits than the state. 
North Thurston: 22 total credits — 0.5 more Social Studies 

credit, 0.5 of a culminating project class credit, and two more elec-
tive credits than the state.

Tumwater: 22.4 credits — Tumwater is slightly different because 
it is on a trimester system. Some classes earn more than 1 credit 
per year, for example, a yearlong English or science class is 1.02 
credits. Tumwater requires 2.66 more elective credits than the 
state. Next year, the district will adopt the semester system.

Sources: Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction,  
the State Board of Education, The Olympian archives

“She’s very positive about things, 
and I don’t think too many things 
bother her,” said Murphy, 73. 

Daisy Murphy was born in 1899 
and grew up in Scappoose, Ore. 
She was one of 10 children, and 
several family members lived into 
their 90s, Don Murphy said.

Daisy Murphy became a teach-
er at 19, after earning a degree 
and certificate at Oregon Normal 
School in Monmouth, Ore. — now 
Western Oregon University. 

“The children are great, and to 
make them happy” and help them 
grow into responsible adults is 
important, she said.

She met a fellow educator, Ar-
chie Murphy, and the pair mar-
ried on Christmas Day 1926.

“He was a handsome, big man,” 
she recalled.

The couple and their three 
children — Don, Dea and Lynn 
— moved to Olympia just before 
World War II.

After the war, Archie Murphy 
became director of education at 
McChord Air Force Base. His 
wife got a job tutoring soldiers 
who struggled with reading.

Archie Murphy retired in 1960 

and passed away about 20 years 
ago. Daisy Murphy lived on her 
own until she was 102, when she 
moved to Colonial Inn. Before 
her eyesight faded, she crocheted 
hundreds of blankets for the Lac-
ey Chapel to send on missionary 
trips.

Murphy is a lifelong reader, 
and she continues to keep up with 
current events in the newspaper 
with the help of caregivers who 
read to her. “I’m interested in the 
news and try to (stay afoot of) 
what’s happening in our national 
capital,” she said.

“She’s voted in every election 
since women got the right to 
vote,” Don Murphy said. 

Her son said she also enjoyed 
crossword puzzles and had a 
strong vocabulary.

Murphy has five grandchildren 
and several great grandchildren 
and great great grandchildren.

She continues to attend church 
services and bible classes at Lac-
ey Chapel.

Laura Allingham, one of 
Murphy’s caretaker’s, described 
Murphy as witty and “full of wis-
dom.” 

Of what she’s learned from 
Murphy, she said, “A smile and 
pleasantry goes a long way. I 
doubt she has any enemies.”
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